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Pigfarmer in south eastern Norway
Pigproduction 45 sows
40 ha grains, 60 ha forest



Actual and  future challenges from 
my perspective

• The history is important for the future
challenges

• Many important decisions done very many
years ago to avoid problems with foodborne
hazards

• It is never too late to make a change

• It starts on the farm!
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Agricultural Land (3 % of total area)

Forest Land (26 % of total area)

Mountains, Glaciers etc

Population: 5,2 million people

Total land area:  324.000 Km2

Total agricultural land: 3 % (1 mill ha)  

Pasture (good and medium quality): 52 % 

71 degrees N 

latitude

58 degrees N latitude



Norway in Europe
• Elongated country North-

South

• Farms all around the
country

• Huge diversity
– Climate

– Soil

– Topography

– ”small, cold and remote”

– Disadvantage turned into
advantage?



Regulations in animal production
• Aim

– spread out the production to use the whole
country and in a sustainable way

– Enable a structure of dairy industry and 
slaugthterplants to cover the whole country

105 sows/2100 slaughterpigs

900 tons of milk

280.000 chickens

7000 egglayers

Consequence: Less pressure within and between
herds



Farmers, industry and government
cooperate to reach goals

• Food Safety Authority (government)
Responsible for regulations regarding health and animal 
welfare.  Control of farms and industry

• Norwegian Pig Health Service

Owned, financed and governed by the farmers and industry. 

Aim: Consulting farmers regarding pig health (preventive) and 
animal welfare - and  help farmers to follow the regulations



Norwegian Pig Health Service

Nucleus and multiplier Herds

Tertial visit Clinical examination Sample collection Issuing of Health certificate

Local Pig Health Service

Veterinary Practitioner Herd veterinarian

Regional Pig Health Service

Regional consultant/veterinarian (11 persons) Employed by the slaughterhouses

2 veterinarians 1 Special Advisor

Cooperation council

Norsvin Nortura (Cooperative) KLF (Association of private slaughterhouses)



Norwegian Pig Health Service
Central Coordinating unit
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• Coordinate activities on preventive medicine in 
pigs, trials, initiate and participate in research

• Health and welfare surveillance in all 
Norwegian pig herds
–Emphasize on nucleus and multiplier herds

• Organized disease control
• Eradication programs (Enzootic pneumonia, 

Swine dysentery, LA-MRSA(culling)
• Promote better animal welfare
• Counselling and support 
• Courses and training for farmers, veterinarians 

and other advisors



The health and genetic pyramid is the back-bone of the long term 
work 

Commercial sow

herds 

Multiplier herds 

Nucleus

herds

.  

Strength in a 
coordinated and well 
organized system,

– Small units, but very 
coordinated, all with 
the same goal 



Clinical recordings
from the abattoir
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Important factors for the meat safety

• Focus through the value chain

– Healthy animals

– Prevention instead of treatment with medicin

– Preventing transmission of disease from animals, 
humans or environmement

– Records at farm level

– Routines for control procedures



It is possible to make a change if we work together





Imports last 10 years



Challenges

• Transport of animals and food across borders

• A travelling population (zoonoses)

• Role of the vet on the farm

• Farmers loyalty and economy (shortcuts?)

• ”One health”- understanding


