Below are three different farms. Please categorise them in three levels, low, medium and high, in terms of for Toxoplasma gondii

Farm A:
Farm A has around 1,000 ewes and is located in region A. The climate is overall arid and with large temperature extremes throughout the year. The nearest other farm is 20km away and the animals don’t have contact with other farm animals. The latest surveillance results show that region A has an average herd prevalence for T. gondii of 40%. The latest data abattoir (serological) data for T. gondii from the farm are two years old and show an animal prevalence of around 10-20%
From spring to late autumn, the animals in farm A are grazed in a small number of farm-owned, fenced pastures with no or very limited contact with wildlife. In the winter the sheep are kept indoors, in sheds that have been thoroughly cleaned and disinfected before the winter season. During this period the bedding (straw) is regularly removed or topped up so that it is always dry and clean. 
 In the winter months the diet consists of hay and of complements that are stored in purpose-built storage facilities.
Rodent control is provided by a professional company, who visits the farm every 8 weeks and appropriate corrective actions are taken every time rodent activity is identified. 
Only the farm-owned dogs are allowed in the farm and these are fed with commercial (processed) food and are regularly wormed. Cats are not allowed in the farm and stray cats identified are removed as quickly as possible. 
The drinking water for the animals is from the public water network and is of potable quality. The supply extends also, through a network of pipes, to the pasture. Th water is supplied in drinkers that are kept over the ground and in a good state of repair and cleanliness.
Production and health status: 
The mortality (or replacement) and lameness rates for ewes in this farm are around 15% and 2% respectively, and the fertility rate is 1.7 lambs per ewe. Antibiotics are only rarely used and all ewes are vaccinated annually for the most common diseases (clostridia, pneumonias) and abortive agents (enzootic abortion and toxoplasma).
Access to the farm is strictly controlled. Visitors are provided with farm-owned, disposable clothing and farm-owned boots that are washed and disinfected after every use. In addition, the visitors must cross a disinfection bath/dip when entering the farm. 

Farm B:
Farm A has around 1,500 ewes and is located in region B. The climate is overall temperate and humid, but with the occasional temperature extremes. There is a number of other farms within a distance of 20km, but none of them is attached to farm B. The latest surveillance results show that the average herd prevalence for T. gondii in region B is 60-80%. The latest data abattoir (serological) data for T. gondii from the farm are two years old and show an animal prevalence of around 20-40%.

In the summer months the sheep are grazed mostly in farm owned and rented pasture land, some of which is fenced. Contact of the animals with wildlife and other sheep in these months cannot be excluded or is even likely.

In the winter the sheep are kept indoors, in well maintained sheds that are emptied and cleaned before the winter season. During this period plenty of clean straw is provided for bedding. The diet in this period consists of hay and of complements that are stored in barns and covered facilities.
Rodent control is provided by the farm itself on advice from the internet. It consists mainly of bait stations that are monitored a few times the year and the occasional use of poison. Effort is also made to make to feed and other storage areas rodent proof but openings and gaps can be observed in few places.  
Only the farm-owned dogs are allowed in the farm but occasionally they may stray outside. The dogs are fed with commercial (processed) and home-made diets and are treated for enteric parasites regularly. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Cats are not encouraged in the farm, but a small population is considered domestic and is tolerated, also for rodent control purposes. These cats are not vaccinated or neutered. Effort is made to identify and remove stray cats.
The drinking water for the animals is from the public water network and is of potable quality. The supply extends also, through a network of pipes, to the pastures. The water is supplied in drinkers that are kept over the ground and in a good state of repair and cleanliness.
Production and health status: 
The mortality (or replacement) rate and lameness rate for the ewes in this farm are around at 20% and 5% respectively and the fertility rate is 1.4 lambs per ewe. Antibiotics are occasionally used in disease outbreaks and records are kept.  All ewes are vaccinated annually against the most common diseases (clostridia, pneumonias) and against all abortive agents when there are outbreaks of abortions.
Access to the farm is controlled: Visitors must declare their arrival and must bring their own footwear that can go through the disinfection station (dip) when entering the farm.











Farm C:
Farm C has around 700 ewes and is located in region C. The climate in the region overall is mild and humid throughout the year, without wide temperature extremes. There are two other farms in close proximity and the animals come often in contact. No surveillance data are available for T. gondii herd prevalence in this region prevalence in this region. No abattoir (serological) data are available for animal prevalence of T. gondii in this farm.
In the milder months the animals are left to graze in public land (pastures, fields and forests) and in the winter they are kept on the farm, in poorly constructed or temporary sheds. The sheds are emptied of the winter straw after every winter but are never cleaned and disinfected. In the winter the straw is infrequently topped up, to provide a dry bedding for the animals
 In the winter months the diet consists of hay that is stored in covered but exposed barns or shelters
Cats are tolerated and even encouraged on the farm, as a rodent control means and a large number of cats can be seen. No further pest control is provided.
The farm also uses the services of a number of dogs, which are free to roam in and out of the farm
When outside the farm the animals rely on natural water sources for drinking water (ponds, streams etc.). In the farm the drinking water comes from a well (bore water) and is provided in drinkers on the ground 
Visitors are free to visit the farm at any time and without any particular biosecurity requirements or controls
No production and health status data are available for the farm, but the lameness prevalence seems to be more than 10% and the farmer says that the fertility rate is around 1 lamb per ewe. As the farm seems to suffer from high rates of pneumonia and other bacterial diseases, antibiotics are used regularly but the record keeping is poor. The ewes are vaccinated occasionally for some common diseases (pneumonia, ‘diarrhoeas’) but never for abortive agents, although the rate of abortions seems high
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