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Core topics of WG 2

Food Chain 
Information (FCI):

Assessment & Improvements

Harmonised
Epidemiological

Indicators (HEIs): 
Risk categorisation of farms

RIBMINS 
main goal

„MEAT SAFETY“

Pre-harvest Food Safety
Interventions:

Assessment of effectiveness
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Key components of RB-MSAS
(RB-MSAS: Risk-Based Meat Safety Assurance System)

Harmonised
Epidemiological

Indicators
(abattoir risk categorisation)

risk-based
meat inspection

additional 
diagnostics

reactive
intervention

Harmonised
Epidemiological

Indicators
(farm risk categorisation)

according to Blagojevic et al., 2021

pre-harvest & harvest
meat safety

Food Chain 
Information
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Risk categorisation of farms

risk
categorisation

of farms

Food Chain 
Information

Harmonised
Epidemiological

Indicators
(farm risk categorisation)

additional 
diagnostics

e.g. multiserology
presentation on Friday

risk-based
meat inspection
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Elements of Food Chain Information (FCI)
Reg. (EC) No 853/2004

animals´
health
status

Food Chain 
Information

relevant 
diseases

ante/post
mortem

inspection

address
private 

vet

status of
holding

results of
analysis

treatments

production
data



7

a) “status of holding of provenance or regional animal health status” (with regard to notifiable diseases)    

b) “animals´ health status”

c) “veterinary medicinal products or other treatments administered to the pigs within a relevant period of time 
and with a withdrawal period greater than zero, together with their dates of administration and withdrawal 
periods”

d) “occurrence of diseases that may affect the safety of meat”
e) “results, if they are relevant to the protection of public health, …including monitoring and control of 

zoonoses and residues”
f) “relevant reports about previous ante- and post-mortem inspections…in particular reports from the 

official vet”
g) “production data that indicate the presence of disease”

h) “name and address of the private veterinarian normally attending the holding of provenance”
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___

basis for the decision of the official veterinarian

The food chain information 
Reg. (EC) No 853/2004, Annex II, Section II
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a) “status of holding of provenance or regional animal health status” (with regard to notifiable diseases)
b) “animals´ health status”

c) “veterinary medicinal products or other treatments administered to the pigs within a relevant period of time and with a withdrawal period greater than zero, together with their dates of 
administration and withdrawal periods”

d) “occurrence of diseases that may affect the safety of meat”

e) “results, if they are relevant to the protection of public health, …including monitoring and control of zoonoses and residues”

f) “relevant reports about previous ante- and post-mortem inspections…in particular reports from the official veterinarian”

g) “production data that indicate the presence of disease”

h) “name and address of the private veterinarian normally attending the holding of provenance”

üinternational animal disease
reporting systems

ü
= 2 out of 8 parts of FCI are unambiguous and clear

The Food Chain Information
Clear parts
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a) “status of holding of provenance or regional animal health status” (with regard to notifiable diseases)    

b) “animals´ health status”

c) “veterinary medicinal products or other treatments administered to the pigs within a relevant period of time 
and with a withdrawal period greater than zero, together with their dates of administration and withdrawal 
periods”

d) “occurrence of diseases that may affect the safety of meat”

e) “results, if they are relevant to the protection of public health, …including monitoring and control of zoonoses and residues”

f) “relevant reports about previous ante- and post-mortem inspections…in particular reports from the official veterinarian”

g) “production data that indicate the presence of disease”
h) “name and address of the private veterinarian normally attending the holding of provenance”

Which diseases? 
Which indicators/parameters?

Which thresholds per parameter?

Which indicators/parameters?
Which thresholds per parameter and per husbandry system?

= information needed on „animal health in general“

Treatments as indicator for herd health!
What is the relevant period of time before slaughter?

The Food Chain Information
What?, Which?, When?, Thresholds?, Relevance?, … 
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a) “status of holding of provenance or regional animal health status” (with regard to notifiable diseases)    

b) “animals´ health status”

c) “veterinary medicinal products or other treatments administered to the pigs within a relevant period of time and with a withdrawal period greater than zero, together with 
their dates of administration and withdrawal periods”

d) “occurrence of diseases that may affect the safety of meat”

e) “results, if they are relevant to the protection of public health, …including monitoring and control of 
zoonoses and residues”

f) “relevant reports about previous ante- and post-mortem inspections…in particular reports from the 
official veterinarian”

g) “production data that indicate the presence of disease”

h) “name and address of the private veterinarian normally attending the holding of provenance”

Which zoonoses are relevant? 
This may be beyond the knowledge of 
farmers, as they are mainly focused on 

productivity, not “safety”

The Food Chain Information
What?, Which?, When?, Thresholds?, Relevance?, … 

= information needed on the occurrence of relevant zoonoses and residues

Which reports are relevant?
Which lesions need to be assessed during a.m and p.m. inspection?

Can the assessment be standardised?

Which diseases affect the safety of meat? 
This may be beyond the knowledge of farmers,                

as farmers are mainly focused on productivity, not “safety”
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The food chain information
What?, Which?, When?, Thresholds?, Relevance?, … 

Food Chain 
Information

Survey within Europe
to determine the status quo and the improvement proposals

by Official vets (Ovs) and Food Business Operators (FBOs)
for pigs, bovines and broilers
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Harmonised Epidemiological Indicators (HEIs)

Harmonised Epidemiological Indicators (HEIs)

Prevalence or incidence of the hazard at a certain stage of the food 
chain that correlates to a human health risk caused by the hazard

&
Indirect measure of the hazard (such as audits on farms or transports)

according to EFSA, 2011, 2012, 2013

Survey within Europe
to determine the status quo and the improvement proposals

by Official vets (Ovs) and Food Business Operators (FBOs)
for pigs, bovines and broilers


